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Congratulations First Presbyterian Church 
  Graduating Senior! 

One senior will be recognized during the 
worship service, Sunday, May 21, 2017. 
Take time to celebrate his achievement 
and pray for him as he continues on his 
journey.   
God bless you! 
 

Kale Christenson, son of Jeff and Brenda, graduates from Sterling High on May 
27.  After graduation Kale plans to attend Front Range Community College in Ft. 
Collins working toward an Associates Degree in Network Technology.  He then 
plans to attend Colorado State University working on a Bachelors Degree in Net-
work Administration.  



 
 

 

A M   M . . . 
Growing Together in Faith 

 

I was all set to use an image of a garden for this monthôs article, or an image of a 

rainforest perhaps, or maybe even an image of corn smut (confession:  I only just 

very recently learned about corn smut).  But, usually my custom is to open up 

the article from this month last year, and start my new article.  When I opened up 

last yearôs May newsletter article, I saw the New Beginning image, along with 

an article ñReflecting on the Beginning of New Beginnings,ò and it turns out itôs 

a good time for another New Beginnings update.   

 

Itôs been about a year since we began the New Beginnings process.  We started with a congregational dinner and 

assessment from an outside consultant; we received a report and lots of data from the consultant, and then we spent 

considerable time meeting in small groups.  Those groups ended shortly before Christmas, and oh my, Easter just 

passed ð how did that happen so fast?!   

 

Hereôs whatôs happened since.  A report was given to session, summarizing the input from the small groups.  Session 

has formed a New Beginnings Task Force, to look at ways of implementing short term and long term strategies to 

living into Godôs call for our future.  By the time you receive this newsletter, the session will have had an all-day 

retreat to formulate a new mission statement informed by the New Beginnings process so far.  There is eagerness to 

be more engaged in the community, to deepen our caring for one another, and to grow in faithfulness to God.  I am 

excited to see where the process continues to take us.  Stay tuned!   

 

Now about the garden, rainforest, or corn smut image. . .   I was planning on one of those images to talk about 

diversity.  A science minded person recently said to me, ñwhen diversity increases, so does stability.ò  Iôm not sure if 

I knew this, from an ecological perspective.  If I learned it at some point in my life, Iôd forgotten it.  It seems like a 

timely metaphor, given the political climate we live in, given the New Beginnings we are living into, and given a 

little statement youôll see in the highlights from the session minutes in this newsletter.   

 

I wonôt get into it too much here, except to say:  itôs okay to disagree.  Itôs okay to disagree with each other, and itôs 

okay for me to disagree with you, and itôs okay for you to disagree with me.  When I write sermons, I do so with fear 

and trembling, and study and prayer, trying to discern what the Holy Spirit would have me say.  I donôt look for what 

the most people will agree with on any given week. I realize some things that I say from the pulpit make people 

uncomfortable (but, you should know, it makes me uncomfortable, too).  I invite you if you ever wish to have 

conversation with me following a sermon to please let me know.  Iôd welcome the conversation, and Iôm sure Iôd 

learn and grow as a result ð because ñwhen diversity increases, so does stability.ò  This is (apparently) why a corn 

field is susceptible to disease ð because the lack of diversity leaves the crop vulnerable.  Surely, the same is true in 

a community like the church.  We, too, are stronger for our diversity.  I hope we can embrace, and not fight or gloss 

over, our differences, as we tap into our diversity as a source of strength for the future.  Perhaps this will be part of 

the New Beginning that God is ushering us into. . . 

 



 
 

 

P    C  F 
 

Military Personnel 
Luke Brigham (Randy & Terryôs son) 
Thomas Gage Snyder (Kim Schlupôs son) 
Cameron Venn (Doris Ramselôs grandson) 
 

For those with special needs or concernsé. 

Emersyn Aurich (David Rhodes 
great  niece) 

Amanda Bell 
     (friend of Amanda Moor-
man) 

Leanne Bell 
 (friend of  Arden Fennell) 
Melody Bolton 
 (friend of Kathy Campbell) 
Mary Ann Bourchert 
 (friend of Pam Trimble) 
Mary Ellen Brightwell 
 (Dennis Kaanôs mother) 
Gabe Chapin 
Confirmands 
Cooperating Ministry 
Jeanne Crouch & family 
Cierra Davis  
 (friend of Becky Cranwell) 
Colleen Dowis 
Arden Fennell 
Pam Fiscus 
 (Janet Kloberdanzôs sister) 
Jim Gay (Georgeôs son) 
Glaser Family 
David Hashman, SCF Inmate 
Clifford Hayes  
 (Edie Evans son-in-law) 
Bob & Debbie Hessler 
Phyllis Hoier 
Joanie Jackson 
David Kaiser  
 (friend of Janet Foos) 
Harold Kautz 
 
Bob Krantz  
 (friend of Jomari Lechtman) 
Mel & Glenna Langshaw 

 (Cheryl Kaanôs parents) 
Jean Lewis 
Dona Lightsey 
Mary May 
Arabelle Murphy 
 (friend of Ashley Ortega)  
Mike Neff  
 (friend of Judy Roumph) 
Christina Nuila 
Joy Post 
Roumph Family 
Elwyn Rundus 
Tammy Sagel  
 (friend of Arden Fennell) 
Mike Sheneman 
  (relative of Blackburns) 
Dortha Skinner 
Dorothy Swanson 
Charlie & Roseanne Thompson 
 (friends of Nebletts) 
Carol & Dick Trumpe 
 (friend of Lehs & Arnolds)
Under the Umbrella 
Jeff Weskamp 
David Whitney 
 (friend of Janet Foos) 
Delane Woods  
 (friend of Ashley Ortega) 
Megan, Tyson & Baby Eli 
Zeller (God-daughter of 
Cheryl Kaan) 

 

Condolences to 

¶ BJ and Sarah (Davis) Eaton; and Tim and Deanna Davis.  
Sarah and BJ recently lost their newborn baby. 

¶ Larry and Debbie Harris and family.  Larryôs step-sister, 
Charyn Rezak Betka died March 23 in Greeley. 

M  

2 Sue Weingardt 

3 Ann Leh 

5  Tessa Roumph 

 Chris Roberts 

7 Don Jones 

 Mike Werner 

14 Hollis Jackson 

 Joy Post 

 Linda Borner 

 Chloe Dinsdale 

 Jillian Dinsdale 

 Jase Knutson 

15 Ron Barrett 

 Dave Guenzi 

  Bob Hessler 

 Truitt Parrish 

16 Phoebe Vandemoer 

 Shelby Weingardt 

 Daisy Borner 

17 Jack Annan 

20. John Fabela 

 Dylan Cranwell 

 Harper Roberts 

21 Barbara Thiele 

 Bart Thiele 

24 Hailey Foos 

25  Jean Fritzler 

  Lilly Miller 
26 Jimmie McCaffree  
  (102 years p;d) 
27 Marli Christenson 
28 Maryanne Forwood  
29 Jenevieve DeSoto 
 Rod Mari 
31 Kay Fix 
 Connie Sue Clark 
 Juli County 
 Makenzi Meier 



 
 

 

S . . . 
From the April 11 Session Meeting  

 

¶ It was voted to seat Treasurer, Jana Lock, and Deacon Howard Brigham and give them voice. 

¶ It was voted to approve April 17-23 as paid sick leave (for knee surgery) for Rev. Michelle. 

¶ It was voted  to donate $500 to the Family Resource Center and $100 to Relay for Life in memory of 
Renee Verssue from the Mission Fund. 

¶ It was voted to purchase lightweight tables using the Rummage Sale.Fund 

¶ The New Beginnings Task Force is working on a new Mission Statement based on New Beginnings 
data. 

¶ It was voted to award the following scholarships:  Josties - one $850, Melvin - one $850, FPC - four 
$1300 each. 

¶ Communion Count:  Ash Wednesday - 48;  March 5 - Worship 98, Homebound - 12; April 2 - 115.   

¶ It was voted to approve the following statement regarding sermons/prayers: 
As members of the Worship and Sacraments Committee of the First Presbyterian Church of Sterling, 
Colorado and as representatives of both our denomination and our congregation, we believe in honor-
ing the freedom of expression from our pulpit, including but not limited to teaching, preaching, pray-
ing and/or visual demonstrations.  We are blessed to be part of a body of believers who understand that 
the word of God is both comforting and challenging.  We believe that the word of God should be made 
relevant to the issues of today through teaching and preaching.  We trust that whoever answers Godôs 
call to the pulpit of the First Presbyterian Church of Sterling should preach and pray with integrity and 
authenticity.  The word of God is brought to us through Biblically inspired, pertinent messages which 
are the result of prayer, meditation and extensive study.  To shy away from controversial subjects, or 
to suggest that those speaking refrain from a particular topic would be to deprive ourselves of the op-
portunity for spiritual growth and intellectual stimulation. 

¶ It was voted to move one person from the Inactive to Active Roll and approve the membership of one 
person to the Active Roll upon baptism. 

¶ It was voted to delete three persons from the active roll and move two persons to the inactive roll. 

¶ It was voted to reduce Elsieôs compensation by $50/week (on weeks when the choir is singing and 
Elsie is present) to cover the cost of compensating a guest choir director. 

¶ It was voted to approve the mission trip for 5th through 12th graders:  Highlands Mission  Camp,, 
June 12-18, 2017. 

 
Next Meetings: 
 April 29 - Mission Statement Facilitated Discussion at Reck Agri Reality. 
 May 9 - Session Meeting 
 May 12-14 - Officersô Retreat at Highlands Camp and Retreat Center 

Finance Info April 2017 
   

          April    YTD 2017  YTD Budget         Difference 
Total Receipts:  $34,330.18 $86,693.93 $83,781.00 $2,912.93 
Total Expenses 35,754.35 86,987.97 92,293.93 (5,305.96) 
Income (Loss) ($1,424.17) ($294.04) ($8,512.93)   

Congratulations to Rebecca Lister who passed the NCE-National Counselorôs Exam. 



 
 

 

O   C . . . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to everyone who donated, sort-
ed, priced, purchased items, help clean 
up and drove the leftovers to the Good  
Will in Fort Morgan  A total of 
$2,536.02 was earned for missions of 
the  church. 

Youth News 
 

Congratulations! 
 
 - to the following students who made the  
Third Quarter Honor Rolls: 
Sterling High:  Abe Eichhorn, Grace 
Reeves, Kale  Christenson 
Sterling Middle School:  Noelle Lister, 
Emi Reeves 

 
 

Youth Group Dates 
 

May 5ð5-7  
June 18-23 - Mission Trip  
June 27 -  8:30 am 
 Distribute food at the Fair Grounds. 
July 25 - 8:30 am 
 Distribute food at the Fair Grounds. 
 

First Friday @ First Presbyterian      
Featuring 

Sterling High Jazz Band 
 

Friday, May 5 

12:05 to 12:35  

Hero Central VBS! 
June 5-9 & 11, 2017 

 
Donations Needed: 
White t-shirts - adult medium/large   
Sharpies & markers 
rubber bands 
spray bottles 
rubbing alcohol 



 
 

 

R   M ô T   F . M 

A life size replica of the ancient 
Tabernacle of Moses is coming 
to Colorado for the first time.   
 

Where:  Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Fort Morgan. 
1215 W 7th Ave. 

When:  May 5ï 14, 2017 
 

Visitors will take a self-guided 
interactive narrative tour, learn-
ing at each of the seven stations 
about the tent that housed the 
Ark of the Covenant over 3000 
years ago. 
  
The tour takes about 50 minutes 
and has a $5.00 donation request 
with a maximum of $20.00 per 
immediate family. 
Donations help pay the cost of 
bringing the Tabernacle to Ft. 
Morgan. 
 

Nanoôs and headphones/earbuds 
are provided for each person.  
Visitors may bring their own 
headphones/earbuds. 
 

You may just show up for the 
tour but it is best to reserve your 
time by going to the website of 
Trinity Lutheran at www. 
trinitylutheran/fortmorgan.com. 
 

Large groups need to  register 
with Ann Stivers at 970-467-
3399. 24 volunteers are needed 
each day.  To volunteer: Call 
Ann Stivers at the number listed. 
 

For more information, call Trini-
ty Lutheran at 970-867-5721. 


