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Congratulations First Presbyterian Church 
  Graduating Seniors! 

Five seniors will be recognized during the 
worship service, Sunday, May 22, 2016. 
Take time to celebrate their achievement 
and pray for them as they continue on 
their journeys.   
God bless you, seniors! 

Zach Benson is the son of Allen and Cindy and will graduate from Sterling High.  Zach has partici-
pated in track while in high school in the shot put and discus events.   He plans to attend NJC for two 
years and then transfer to a four year school majoring in History with intentions to teach. 
 

Z®lie Boothby,  who graduated from Sterling High, plans to enroll in the University of Colora-
do Denver and major in 3-D Animation with hopes of making movies one day.  She is the 
daughter of Tim Boothby and the late Renée Verssue. 

 
Samuel Chaney is the son of Scott and Liz and graduated from Sterling High where he was a star soc-
cer player.  Sam plans to enjoy his last summer before enrolling at Colorado State University and will 
major in Engineering of some kind possibly aerospace or electrical.  Sam plans to continue playing 
competitive soccer and participate in recreational sports leagues.  
 

Faith Eichhorn, after graduating from Fleming High,  plans to stay in the area for a year while 
earning enough money to enroll in a high-end cosmetology school. She then plans to attend col-
lege to receive a Business Degree with the hope of running her own salon one day.  She is the 
daughter of Trent Eichhorn and Gwen Eichhorn. 

 
William Owen plans to attend NJC after graduating from Sterling High.  After NJC, he  plans to 
transfer to a four year school and work on an Engineering  Degree. 
 
 



 
 

 

A Message from Michelle. . . 
Reflecting on the Beginning of New 
Beginnings 
 
We had a terrific start to our New 
Beginnings process! 
 
We kicked it off with a festive taco bar 
dinner on Wednesday, April 13.  Our 
New Beginnings consultant, Michael 
Whitman, led the seventy or so people 
in attendance in an Appreciative Inquiry 
reflection process.  There was 
meaningful discussion, lots of energy, 
and joy around the tables.  This will 
give him insight into our congregation 
as he prepares a report on our 
congregation and community.  Michael 
also gave an overview of the New Beginnings process and outlines the upcoming steps. 
 
The first phase of New Beginnings is the assessment.  Michael is finalizing his report, which will 
include lots of data from our congregation (including the Appreciative Inquiry), as well as data 
from the community.   
 
The next phase of New Beginnings is the small group home meetings.  There is a six-week 
curriculum for the congregation to use to process the assessment report and to reflect on the future 
of FPC.  We’ll be getting information out soon, so be on the lookout for the dates and places for 
these small group meetings.  If you’d be willing to host a group in your home, please contact the 
church office — we appreciate your hospitality!  
 
The final phase of New Beginnings is the decision-making phase.  Each small group will send 
recommendations to session.  The session will then gather all the suggestions from all the small 
groups, and will work to make a decision about the future of the congregation.   
 
After reviewing the process with session recently, one elder said, “We will get as much out of this 
as we put in.”  I think that elder is right.  So, I hope you’ll participate in the small groups — that’s 
where you get to be a part of the process of discerning what the future of FPC will be.   
 
Above all, I believe that God has a good future in store for this great congregation.  Our 
Presbyterian process is designed around community discernment — we believe that the best way 
to discover God’s will for us is together.  Our task is to come together so that we can discern what 
God is calling us to do as a congregation. 
 
 Here we go. . . 



 
 

 

P    C  F 
 

Military Personnel 
Luke Brigham (Randy & Terryõs son) 
John Buchanan (Loretta Youngõs Grandson) 
Thomas Gage Snyder (Kim Schlupõs son) 
Cameron Venn (Doris Ramselõs grandson) 
 

Rev. Eric & Robin Alm & Baby 
Oliver 

Emersyn Aurich (David Rhodes 
great  niece) 

Marian Baker 
Leanne Bell 
 (friend of  Arden Fennell) 

Verna Bledsoe 
 (friend of Faith Eichhorn)  
Melody Bolton  
 (friend of Cathy Campbell) 
Don Brigham  
 (Howardõs Brother) 
Howard Brigham Family  
Gabe Chapin 
Cooperating Ministry  
Jeanne Crouch & Children 
Frank Dana 
Colleen Dowis 
John Fabela 
Arden Fennell 
Pam Fiscus 
 (Janet Kloberdanzõs sister) 
Jim Gay (Georgeõs son) 
Vicki Gertner 
 (friend of Nebletts) 
Glaser Family 
David Hashman, SCF Inmate 
Bernice Heist 
Debbie Hessler 

Phyllis Hoier 
Louis Hough  (Roryõs father) 
Joanie Jackson 
David Kaiser  
 (friend of Janet Foos) 
Glenna Langshaw 
 (Cheryl Kaanõs mother) 
Jean Lewis 
Dona Lightsey 
Mary May 
Jackie McGannon 
Karlene McLaren 
 (friend of Rose Neblett) 
Arabelle Murphy  
 (friend of Ashley Ortega) 
Jim Neblett 
Christina Nuila 
Hal Perry (friend of Roumphs) 
Rock Roche  
 (friend of Darrell Smith) 
Tammy Sagel  
 (friend of Arden Fennell)  
Darren & Lexi Stewart & Baby 

Ryen (friend of Kaans) 
Dorothy Swanson 
Under the Umbrella  
David Whitney  
 (friend of Janet Foos) 
Delane Woods  
 (friend of Ashley Ortega) 

Condolences to: 

¶ The family of Andy Anderson who died March 31.  

¶ The family of Doris Ramsel who died April 6. 
 
Congratulations to:  

¶  Cindy Johnson who was honored by the Logan County 
Chamber of Commerce as Citizen of the Year. 

¶ Emi Reeves and Dylan Cranwell who made the  Third 
Quarter Honor Roll at Sterling Middle School 

May 

2 Sue Weingardt 

3  Ann Leh 

5  Tessa Roumph 

 Chris Roberts 

7 Don Jones 

 Mike Werner 

14 Hollis Jackson 

 Joy Post 

 Linda Borner 

 Chloe Dinsdale 

 Jillian Dinsdale 

 Jase Knutson 

15 Ron Barrett 

 Dave Guenzi 

 Truitt Parrish 

16 Phoebe Vandemoer 

 Shelby Weingardt 

 Daisy Borner 

17 Jack Annan 

 Jackie Hettinger 

20  John Fabela 

 Dylan Cranwell 

 Harper Roberts 

21 Barbara Thiele 

 Bart Thiele 

24 Hailey Foos 

25 Jean Fritzler 
26 Jimmie McCaffree 
27 Marli Christenson 
28 Maryanne Forwood  
29 Jenevieve DeSoto 
 Rod Mari 
31 Kay Fix 
 Connie Sue Clark 
 Juli County 
 Makenzi Meier 

    

       Celebrate!!
   

 Happy 90th birthday  
          to Jean Fritzler  
           on May 25. 



 
 

 

Session. . . 

From the April 9 Called  Session Meeting 
 

Two persons, Alice Ledin and Amanda Moor-
man were received as active members. 
 
 

From the April 12  Session Meeting 
 

ß It was voted to seat Deacon Rose Neblett 
and give her voice. 

ß Four funerals were held during the month. 
ß Five persons were removed from membership 
during the month. 

ß One person, James Horner, was received as 
an active member. 

ß Two Frances Melvin Scholarships of $700 
each were awarded. 

ß Two Fred and Sue Josties Memorial Scholar-
ships of $450 each were awarded. 

ß Seven First Presbyterian Church Scholarships  
of $775 each were awarded. 

ß It was voted to take a special offering on 
Senior Sunday, May 22, 2016, to benefit the 
Scholarship fund. 

ß It was voted to award seven full scholarships 
to Highlands Camp from the Elna Anderson 

Youth Fund. 
ß A Fellowship Lunch and pie auction was held 
April 17. 

ß Elsie Fetzer was appointed Chair of the Or-
gan Committee following the resignation of 
Frank Dana.  The Organ Committee will be 
traveling to look into a new organ. 

ß An application has been received for the Con-
gregational Care Coordinator. 

ß Tom Westfall will serve on the 2016 Nomi-
nating Committee with Carol Barrett (Chair). 

ß The One Great Hour of Sharing Offering  
was $477.00. 

ß It was voted to approve a Relay for Life do-
nation to Hailey Foos’s team in memory of 
Rénee Verssue for $500.00.  

ß It was voted  to donate $250.00  from the 
Other Mission line item to the Sterling Spe-
cial Olympics team. 

 
Next Session Meeting - May 17, 2016 

(note date changed to 3rd Tuesday) 
 

   Finance Info March 2016 
 
   March 2016  YTD 2016 YTD Budget Difference 
Total Receipts: $34,144.31 $80,450.14 $88,740.00 ($8,289.86) 
Total Expenses 32,988.98 88,166.25 93,999.49 (5,833.24) 
Income (Loss) $1,155.33 ($7,716.11) ($5,259.49)  

 

Thank You! 
I would like to thank my church family for the wonderful support I have received the past several 
weeks.  Michelle visited at least once every day Jean was in the hospital.  The memorial services, 
both here at our church and at Ft. Logan National Cemetery were very comforting to me and my 
family. 
 
The reception after the service here was extremely warm and loving.  I heard so many words of 
support from so many people.  My family and I have received over 200 beautiful cards with so 
many comforting and thoughtful comments and memories of Jean and the loving ways she inter-
acted with people.   

Howard Brigham and Family 



 
 

 

On the Calendar . . . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another HUGE thank you  

to all that helped with the rummage sale.  
Thanks to everyone that helped sort, 
price, organize, and sell all the items.  
Thanks to everyone that donated items to 
sell.  Thanks to the clean up crew. 

Thanks Kim and Nancy for hauling the 
left overs to Fort Morgan.  Because of all 

of you we made $3,051.71. 
 

See you all to help with the October Sale. 
 
The Rummage Sale Committee 

First Friday @  
First Presbyterian 

Sterling High Jazz Band 
May 6, 2016 

12:05 ï 12:35   

Highlands Spring Work Day 
 

Spring Work Day is May 14th and we need 
your help with some projects to get ready 
for summer!  We will work from 9am-1pm 
followed by a cookout lunch at Maria's 
house.  We will have tasks for folks of all 
abilities and skill levels, and we would love 
for you to join us for a fun day of service 
and fellowship! 

If you plan to come, please let us know by 
calling (303) 747-2888 or emailing our reg-
istrar at registrar@highlandscamp.org 

Save the Date 
 

June 6-10  & 12, 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come join the fun 

Paper registration papers can be sent upon 

request or picked up from the  church of-

fice.  

Register online:   
http:www//cokesburyvbs.com/sterlingvbs 

mailto:registrar@highlandscamp.org?subject=Spring%20Workday%20RSVP


 
 

 

The mission of Compassion International is to exist as an advocate for children, to release them from their spiritu-
al, economic, social and physical poverty and enable them to become responsible and fulfilled Christian adults. 
 
In 2002, Compassion International visited First Presbyterian Church and our family began to sponsor a child 
through this organization until 2010. In 2010, our first sponsored child grew "too old" and we then took on a new 
young lady named Lastrinita, Nita for short. Over the years, our sponsorship has  involved sending a small 
amount of money monthly as well as sending and receiving letters to and from Nita every few months. 
 
Last August I received an email from Compassion informing me that they were planning a trip to Nita's home 
country of Indonesia in 2016 and invited me to be involved.  I saved the email and realized that with Anna and 
Emily both away at college it may be a possibility for me to go.  The next month, September 2015 we were 
a  host family for two couples for the Pedal the Plains event.  All four of the riders were from Boulder and in our 
visit over dinner we learned that one of the men was a technical engineer working at a big company. He shared 
with us that eight years prior he had quit his regular job and gone to work for Compassion International, traveling 
to many foreign countries and helping children. He shared how important the work was to so many underprivi-
leged children and how it had changed he and his family's life for the better.  I shared the email inviting me on a 
journey to Indonesia and he and his wife encouraged me to go! 
 
After our time with our house guests I really began to think and pray about the possibility of traveling to meet 
Nita.  Children can only be sponsored up to 16 to 18 years of age, depending on the country. Nita will be 15 this 
year, so I knew that if I wanted to meet her this may be my only chance. 
 
Knowing that it takes months to receive a letter from a sponsored child, we correspond with Nita about six times 
a year. Each letter has to be translated and then travel thousands of miles and in December we received one from 
Nita. The letter included the following:  "My younger sibling and I are staying with our grandmother.  When my 
parents passed away I was so sad but I keep praying so that God would give my grandmother a long life". When I 
read this, my heart sank!  I hurriedly went through all the old letters she had sent.  There was never mention of 
her father but she had been living with her mother previously.  I found out that her father had been deceased for 
many years, but her mother had just passed. 
 
I consider myself a prayerful person but I am learning that I need to be still and listen for God.  He certainly got 
my attention through the Holy Spirit telling me to go to see Nita! First the email, then our visitors and now this 
letter with news of her mother's passing.  I spoke with Reverend Michelle about this and she assured me that she 
knew of other congregations and families that were very involved with Compassion and had taken trips. 
 
Mike is not able to join me but agreed that I needed to go and I made the arrangements in February.  I have taken 
the required vaccinations and will continue with special medication on the trip.  I will leave Denver on May 19th, 
fly to Los Angeles and join the group from Compassion International. We will leave LAX at 1 a.m. in the morn-
ing on May 20th and fly 14 hours and 45 minutes to Hong Kong, China.  We have a four hour layover then fly to 
Bali, Indonesia which is a five hour flight.   We will spend a few days in Bali then accompanied by translators, 
we will visit some Compassion-assisted child development centers and their local churches, some homes and a 
Compassion field office.  On the "Child Visit Day", Nita will be transported to meet me and we will have the op-
portunity to interact and play. 
 
I am so blessed to be given the opportunity to do this with the people from Compassion International.  The only 
way we were introduced to this organization was through the First Presbyterian Church.  Without our church, this 
would have never been possible. 

Pam Werner 
Pam will be commissioned during the worship service on May 8. 

Compassion Interntional. . . 



 
 

 

Benediction. . . 

 
 

 
Come Unto Me 

by Ann Weems, Kneeling in Jerusalem 
 
 

 
When the journey gets too hard, 
when we feel depleted, 
when our compassion 

 turns to complaining, 
when our efforts toward 
 justice and mercy 

 seem to get us nowhere, 
it’s time to remember 

 the humility part – 
that it is God who has made us 

 and not we ourselves; 
that the saving of the world 

 or even part of it 
  is not on our shoulders. 
It is then we can come unto him, 

 and he will give us rest. 
With rest we’ll remember 

 what it is we are all about. 
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 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

  WORSHIP  

 Sunday,  10:30 a.m. Morning Worship 
         

Fellowship Coffee follows Sunday worship service. 
    

  SUNDAY SCHOOL  (SeptemberñMay) 

  Sunday,  9:00 a.m. - All ages  
   

 RADIO M INISTRY 

   Sunday, 10:30 a.m.  On KSTC (AM 1230) 

          

OFFICE HOURS:  

 Monday ñ Friday                    8:30am-12noon & 1-4pm 

Staff: 

 
PASTOR                                 MICHELLE WITHERSPOON   

 E-mail  michelle@firstpressterling.org 

 Cell Phone      970.580.4358 

 

PARISH ASSOCIATE                    BRIAN  WITHERSPOON 

 E-mail   brian@firstpressterling.org 

 Cell Phone      970.580.3169   

 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/BOOKKEEPER     

   E-mail  bevc@firstpressterling.org           BEVERLY CUMMING  

  

MUSIC COORDINATOR/ORGANIST/      ELSIE FETZER         

CHOIR DIRECTOR  

 

BELL  CHOIR DIRECTOR LINDSEY JACKSON 

    

PROPERTY MANAGER                    JANET KLOBERDANZ 

 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDRENõ S  MINISTRY ASHLEY ORTEGA 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR  NANCY MANN   

FIRST THINGS FIRST  

If you wish to be taken off this Newsletter mailing list, please call the church office at 522-2708. 
 

Newsletter Deadline is the 15th day of the month prior to publication.  Items may be submitted on flash drive, on CD or 
in text format to Nancy Mann c/o the church office, by e-mail (namann@bresnan.net) or phone (522-5477). 

CHURCH PHONE     970.522.2708  

Fax                      970.522.1365  

WEBSITE                www.firstpressterling.org 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

130 SOUTH  4TH STREET 

STERLING, COLORADO  80751 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

May 


